Mrs. Essie Lee bolden

January 5, 1927 - October 18, 2025

ESSIE LI
BOLDEN

Essie Lee Bolden, a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, great grandmother,
great great grandmother, aunt and proud matriarch, passed away peacefully
on October 18, 2025, at the age of 98.

Born on January 5, 1927, in Aldridge, Alabama, she was the beloved daughter
of Rosa Lee Owens and Tony Knight, and was lovingly raised by her
stepfather, John Henry Owens.

In 1943, Essie married the love of her life, David Bolden Jr., and together they
built a beautiful legacy rooted in faith, family, and love. She was the proud
mother of Gwendolyn Clark (William Stanley Clark), Jane Marie Bolden,
Dennis Ray Bolden (Ann Carnes), David T. Bolden (Maria Rodriguez), Terry
Bolden (Liz Bolden), James Bolden, Robert Lynn Bolden (Carmel Bolden) and
bonus daughter Liz Moffett. She is also survived by 19 grandchildren, a host
of great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and
cousins. Preceded in death by loving in-laws, Pauline Smith (Richard Smith),
Christine Bean (Jessie Bean), Beatrice Carr (Cedric Carr), Nathaniel Bolden
(Onnie Bolden) and a special friend Fannie Kendrick.

Essie was a woman of strength, grace, and vibrant energy. In her younger
years, she enjoyed playing softball as a shortstop, loved dancing, and had a
gift for catering and cooking. Her love for cooking came from her grandmother
Carrie Taylor (Momma Taylor) whom she spent many hours with. She was
also a dedicated foster parent for many years, opening her heart and home to
countless children who were deeply impacted by her love and care.



Essie's faith was the cornerstone of her life. She was an active and faithful
member of several churches throughout the years.

She attended Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Carbondale, West Virginia, where
she sang in the choir, then went on to serve at Pilgrim Baptist Church in Red
Bank, Salem Baptist Church in Long Branch, and House of Prayer in Long
Branch under the leadership of Pastor Jacob and Gloria James. In her later
years, she was a devoted member of Bethel Harvest Church, under the
leadership of Pastor Marion and Stephanie Dalton. Through her faith, she
inspired others with her kindness, generosity, and unwavering love for God.
Essie was truly a pillar of love, a woman whose joy came from caring for
children, nurturing others, and creating a warm home where everyone felt
welcome. Essie was the heart of Fifth Avenue and Gama to everyone who she
came into contact with.

Her love and legacy will live on in the many lives she touched

Special thank you to her caretaker Juliette Akimana.



Cemetery Details

Hillcrest Memorial Park

2089 Versailles Rd.
Lexington, KY 40504

Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 27. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Bethel Harvest Church

3260 Lexington Rd
Nicholasville, KY 40356-9798
(859) 881-3939

Funeral Service

OCT 27. 1:00 PM.

Bethel Harvest Church



Tribute Wall

Tahira lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Essie ]

Lee bolden
i‘*

Tahira - October 27, 2025 at 01:21 PM

Gama we love you. We will miss you. Sending my deepest
condolences to you family.

Tahira - October 27, 2025 at 01:20 PM
The Smith Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?

Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mrs. Essie Lee
bolden.

The Smith Family - October 26, 2025 at 07:43 PM
The Smith Family purchased the Sentiments of S

erenity Spray for the family of Mrs. Essie Lee
bolden.

The Smith Family - October 26, 2025 at 07:43 PM


https://www.hawkinstaylorfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hawkinstaylorfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hawkinstaylorfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

